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SYPHILITIC INOCULATION IN 1865.

JAS. R. LANE.

To tAe Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I shall make no further attempt to follow Mr. Lee
through the various intricacies and contradictions contained
in his letters. I will content myself with suggesting that one
’of two things must be true. When Mr. Lee wrote his lectures,
he either did or did not know of the case of the female patient
inoculated by Dr. Boeck. If he knew all about it, as his last
letter implies, then he suppressed a very material fact when
he said that Dr. Boeck did not succeed in inoculating from an
indurated sore in any one instance. If he knew nothing about
it, as his former letters imply, then surely he would have done
better not to have attempted to instruct the profession on
matters which he had taken so little pains to inquire into.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Berkeley-street, Piccadilly, June 5th, 1866. JAS. R. LANE.

*.* This correspondence must close here.

A CASE OF DISTRESS.

HY. LETHEBY,
W. SPENCER WATSON.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Will you allow us to make use of your valuable space
for the purpose of advocating the cause of the family of a
deceased member of our profession, and to entreat your readers
to come to their aid. The relation of the following circum-
stances will, we are sure, be sufficient to show the distressing
nature of the case, and how deserving of sympathy the subjects
.of the appeal are.

In September last a surgeon, whose name we are not at
liberty to publish, arrived at Venezuela, in Central America,
appointed by the Quebrada Railway and Mining Company to
the medical supervision of their officials, and leaving behind
him in England a wife and six children, the youngest an infant
-of less than a year old, and the eldest twelve years of age.

Almost immediately after his arrival he was attacked by
fever, and died within a fortnight. His wife and family are
entirely unprovided for; no pension is allowed them by the
company in whose service this gentleman lost his life. They
are now living on the scanty charity of relations, who are un-
able to spare more than a mere pittance for their support,
which it is doubtful whether they will be able to continue.
The widow has spared no exertions in endeavouring to obtain

admission for her children into various asylums, and is sanguine
in her hope of success in her second application to the British
Orphan Asylum ; but at present not one of the six children has
any provision whatever.
The object she has in view is to obtain, by subscription, a

sum sufficient to enable her to open a boarding-house, as she
considers that her chances of succeeding in that direction are
greater than in any other.

Further particulars, and the name of the deceased gentle-
man, may be obtained by application to Dr. Letheby, 17,
Sussex-place, Regent’s-park; to the Rev. Robert Jones, in-
cumbent of All Saints, Rotherhithe ; the Rev. R. S. Drew,
incumbent of St. Barnabas, South Kennington ; or to the under-
signed, by whom subscriptions for the " Widow of a Deceased
,Surgeon" will be thankfully received.

We are, Sir, your obedient servants,
HY. LETHEBY,
W. SPENCER WATSON.

27, Montague-street, Russell-square, June 6.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

I HAVE given you from time to time the particulars of the
inquiry into the mysterious deaths at the farm-house near
Ponteland. This inquiry, so far as it has gone, makes it more
and more clear that the three brothers Bushby-healthy, and
in the prime of life-have been hurried to their graves by re-
peated and large doses of arsenic, and that a whole household,
including casual visitors, have been crippled and blighted for
life, more or less, by the same means. The evidence of the
medical and other witnesses has been consistent, straightfor- ,

ward, and clear as to the cause of death, but beyond this all
is doubt and mystery. There is nothing to show by whom the
poison was administered, nor, indeed, whether the fatalities
have been due to crime or aecident. It will have been re-

! marked that almost without exception the persons attacked
were seized soon after meals, particularly after drinking coffee,
and that it sometimes happened that where a party sat down
to meals together some would afterwards exhibit symptoms of
poisoning, and others would not. Again, there occurred at
particular periods-namely, the 18th and 22nd of January,
and the 4th of February, general outbreaks of the symptoms.
The paralysis and numbness observed almost invariably as a
sequence in the cases is a point of very great interest, and
worthy of remembrance by practitioners from the similarity to
that observed after some forms of diphtheria. At the resumed
inquest on the 24th ult. Dr. Heath was examined, and said,
" I first visited Donkins’-houses on Jan. 4th, and saw four
persons more or less ill-namely, two Messrs. Bushby, the
housekeeper, and a servant-girl. There did not appear to be
much the matter with John Bushby or the housekeeper ; they
had been ill, but were not then complaining. The servant-
girl and the man, who were upstairs in their beds, were the
patients to whom my attention was chiefly directed. The ser-

vant-girl had a sore-throat with some swelling of the tonsils, and
was rather feverish ; she did not vomit at that time. The man
was exceedingly ill, in fact in a dying state. He was extremely
weak, and had a very rapid pulse. There was a loss of power in
the lower extremities. There was a faint rash on the upper
part of the chest, such as is seen in cases of scarlet fever. On

examining the throat I found it inflamed, and adhering to the
uvula and the left tonsil was an exudation, such as I have seen
in cases of diphtheria. I did not observe any inflammation of
the eyes. I prescribed for them, and treated them for
diphtheria. My next visit was on the 8th of January. George
Bushby was then dead and buried ; the servant-girl was then
well, and so was the housekeeper. On this occasion I found
John Bushby in bed and complaining of pain in his lower
limbs, as also loss of power and a feeling of numbness. He
presented no other symptoms but this partially paralysed
condition of the lower limbs. There was no redness of the

eyelids. I understood that this illness had come on after vomit-
ing. I prescribed for the paralysis as a sequel to diphtheria.
My next visit was on the llth of January, when John was im-
proving. That was my last visit, as he thought he was so well
as not to require any further visits from me. On my first
visit Mr. Dodd mentioned to me the idea that there might be
arsenic in the food of the patients. I came to the conclusion
that they were suffering from diphtheria, and not from arsenical
poisoning. I founded this opinion mainly on the appearances
of the throat. On my second visit I took the vomit of a boy
living in an adjoining cottage into Newcastle. The bottle was
thrown out by the person who takes the charge of the con-
sulting room. I was convinced in my own mind that the
symptoms were those of diphtheria. After the analysis I can-
not but come to the conclusion that John Bushby died from
arsenical poisoning, and not from diphtheria."
The housekeeper, Elizabeth Robley, who was unable to walk

but was carried into court by a policeman, was next examined,
and she volunteered to be sworn. Her evidence was similar to
that given by the other inmates. She further stated that she
was unable to leave her bed, from weakness and paralysis, for
more than five weeks after she left the farm ; and that the
Bushbys used nothing but lime in pickling their wheat.

Mrs. Bushby is still so ill as to be unable to appear, and the
inquest has been adjourned for a month.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, June 2nd.

EDINBURGH.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

SINCE your correspondent last wrote several matters of
interest to your readers have occurred here. The first which

’ suggests itself is that the Industrial Museum, the foundation
, stone of which was laid by the late Prince Consort shortly

before his death, was opened with much pomp and ceremony
. by the Duke of Edinburgh, on the 19th of last month. Pre-

vious to the inauguration the degree of LL.D. was conferred
’ upon his Highness in the University by the Principal. It is

i gratifying to find the magnificent building at last in such a
. ; state as to be opened to the public ; and as the excellent


